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Classroom culture is 
the shared 

● values
● norms
● behaviors 

that shape the 
learning environment 
within a classroom.



Classroom Culture Effects

Learning

Social and Emotional Development

Diversity and Inclusion

Behavioral Expectations

Teacher - Student Relationships



Classroom Culture Strategies

Establish clear 
expectations

Promote positive 
communication

Create a safe 
space both 

physically and 
emotionally

Build community

Celebrate 
diversity

Use flexible 
teaching 
strategies

Involve parents 
and caregivers

Use a variety of 
backgrounds and 

perspectives in 
your materials.

Be responsive in 
your instruction



PARENTS
need clear channels for communication as 
well.  Remember to establish and use 
email, messaging platforms and other 
communication channels regularly. 

COMMUNICATION
EFFECTIVE
CLASSROOM COMMUNICATION

requires an environment of active 
listening, respect for diversity of 
communication styles, needs and 
perspectives. It thrives through 
regular feedback loops amongst all 
stakeholders focused on the growth 
of each learner.



Classroom Communication

▪ Teacher to Student

▪ Student to Teacher

▪ Student to student

▪ Whole class



Go Pangea
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TO BUILD COMMUNITY
■ Project the community question of the day and discuss it 

before students answer it themselves.

■ Create and review a rubric to set expectations for what 
comments should look like.

■ Scaffold comments by preparing a list of sentence frames 
students can/should use when crafting responses. 

■ Ask students to comment on each other’s class assignments. 

Using Go Pangea



RedCircle
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TO BUILD COMMUNITY
■ Create short “shout outs” from the teacher: birthdays, 

student of the week, caught reading etc.

■ Have students share what they are learning on podcast 
episodes. 

■ Assign a small group to create the week’s episode 
(Collaboration)

■ Use episodes to help students who miss a day feel 
connected to the group.

Using RedCircle



Kialo edu
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TO BUILD COMMUNITY
■ Create and review a rubric to set expectations for what 

claims should look like.

■ Use guided voting to scaffold students who could use help 
with logical decisions.

■ Use Kialo as a flipped assignment to prepare students for 
class discussion.

■ Use Kialo to help students understand multiple 
perspectives and lay the groundwork for empathy building.

Using Kialo edu



ASSESSMENT
from the teacher and peers highlights 
strengths and areas of growth to build 
collaboration competence for deeper 
learning.

COLLABORATION
SUCCESSFUL
COLLABORATION

requires communicating shared 
norms, designing meaningful group 
tasks aligned to learning outcomes, 
scaffolds like sentence starters, 
outlines or templates, and reflection 
on effectiveness of group processes.



Classroom Collaboration

▪ Group work

▪ Defined roles

▪ Shared goals

▪ Joint accountability

▪ Social skills

▪ Peer assessment



Stickies.io





TO BUILD COMMUNITY
■ Use stickies for group brainstorming.  Have students color 

code ideas to sort them. 

■ Assign roles for students as they work on a group project.

■ Have students use “I wish” or “I like” as sentence frames 
and sort using the automatic color coding. 

■ Teach students to “up vote” ideas that they like and then 
discuss why ideas are more (or less) popular as a class.

Using Stickies











TO BUILD COMMUNITY
■ Make sure individual activities use multiple means of 

representation (UDL) to allow for learning preferences.

■ Remind students of discussion ground rules.

■ Collaborative task should require group discussion.

■ Can be used in a hybrid class setting.

Using Group Playlists



FigJam





TO BUILD COMMUNITY
■ Use interactive instructional techniques

■ Include Project Zero thinking routines in the activity to help 
students process information together.

■ Remember to check out the education templates for ideas 
on how to include multimedia for student reflection. 

Using FIGJAM



PROCESS
through which students acquire and apply 
attitudes, skills, and behaviors to develop 
healthy identities and manage emotions, 
achieve goals, feel and show empathy, 
establish positive relationships, and make 
responsible decisions.

SOCIAL & 
EMOTIONAL 
LEARNING

CULTIVATE 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL 
LEARNING

by designing classroom rituals, 
modeled behaviors, representing 
diverse role models in content, 
cooperative practices, reflection, and 
community service learning.



SEL in the Classroom 

▪ Self Awareness

▪ Self management

▪ Social Awareness

▪ Relationship skills

▪ Responsible Decision 
Making



The Achievery





TO BUILD COMMUNITY
■ Use as a whole class for students under 12 

■ Older students can create an account and use the site 
themselfeve. 

■ Use exit tickets after the activity to help students further 
reflect on what they have learned.

Using The ACHIEVERY 







TO BUILD COMMUNITY
■ Pair the videos with an activity - use a thinking routine, 

Ditch That Textbook template, or Eduprotocol

■ Have students post their work in a gallery - Wakelet, 
Microsoft Sway or Google Slides

■ Combine a Think-Pair-Share and gallery walk activity to 
scaffold student reflection before a whole group debrief.

Using TEACHFLIX 



iThrive Games





TO BUILD COMMUNITY

■ Highly motivating as a learning game.

■ Help students learn to make decisions by scaffolding 
with a decision tree etc. 

■ Reiterate ground rules for discussion so that “in the 
moment” students remember how to have discussion.

Using iThrive
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Q & A
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Thank you for 
joining us!


